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L : Mra Catharine LLADD, wifa oFf tha lats Georese Wi¥dlamsen Liver-
ore Ladd was a famous educator., who ovened a school for eirls in Winns-

'\ _boro in the vear IRLN.

|Her biographv writteh bv the subiect and the oropertv of her grand-
auchter. Mra. Fee.of the western part of Fairfield) was sent ro theDiet-
jonary of Amerigan Biocrabhv sand can be seen in the Fairfheld Countv,
S.C. library in Winnshoro. Although not full I have added other import-
ant details of Mrs. Ladd's life to this sketch.) Mwral.Dadd was born Octo-
ber 28. IRNR at Richmond. Va. where her father. James Stratton. had mar-
ried Martha Ann Conllins in IRN7. one yvear after his arrival fro m ITre-
land. Six months after Catharine'a hirth he fell from a vessel on the coast
and was drowned. Mrs. Ladd died Januarv 30. IR99 in western Fairfield
Countv,

She was educated in the schools of Riechmond and was said to have been a
plavmate of Edear Allen Pna.One of her most teeasured recollections of Ri-
chmond was her mweting Lafavetée:c at a publiw receotion given for him
there in IAR2L. In IR28 she was married to Georsze Williamson Livermore Ladd
born in Plvmeuth. New Hampshire. who had been a seaman fir ten vears before;
hut havin® studted vortraiture under S.F.B.Mrrse in Boston. he was then in
the Sonth as a pbrtrait painter. -

Aceompained bv his mother she went to Charleston, S.C. where thev ar-
rived in time tp witness the rubilee for the election of Andrew Jackson.
From Charleston thev went tomAneusta, Georgia, where for three vears until
burned out bv the great fure of IR20. Thev then returned to Sonth Carnlina
but leter moved to Maeon, Genrgzia., where for three vears Mra. Ladd was
principal of Vineland Academy., .She next ovened a school for girls in
York. Snuth Carnlina.

Hearing of a suitable building for a girls' school in Winnsboro. she
moved there and ovened the WinnsborovFemale Inafié¢tute Januarv I, TRLO
which is said to have had 9 instruectors and INN oupils in the vear IA50;
and she remained principal until her school was closed bv the Civil War.

The large brick building on Cnngress Street, west side was the girls' Anmi-~
torv and a wooden dining-room was added to the south side of this buildine
along with a wooden residence for the Ladds on the corner of Congress and
Mrultrie Street.

Mra. Ladd took a &reat interest in public affairs and it is said she
published as early as I83I articles on the enciyragement of manufactur-

ing in South Carolina.She was said to have submitted a design for the Amer-

jcan flag As permanent president of the Ladies' Releif Association of Fair-
field Countv she did much for the sick and wounded Cnnfeder te soldiers.
Her son., Alhert Washington Ladd, was wounded at the Battle od Seven Pines.
Her husband died gwlv IA, IR6L ; and she lest everything in IRA5 when her
home was burned by Sherman's troops. In I870 she opened a boarding and dav
schoolin the western part of the county . teaching among her instruction,
art, music danocing. This was in the Feasterville section and she taught
girls and -boys.

Probably because of failinz eve-sight she retired in IR80 and went to
live at Bnena Vista plantation in her 9Ist year.; and although she had
been a member of the Eniscopal Church she was buried in Salem Prewbybéamian
8hurch cemetarv.

Mrs, Ladd 'noems are characterized by religious feeling and love
of nature. Her ocvasional letters of reminiscence and later piems which
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appeared in the Winnsboro press, are signed "Mrs.C.Ladd.", but her earlier
pen names were "Minnie Mavflower","Arturus" "Aleda" . Two poems of little
merit signed by her pseudonym, "Morna®", appeared in the second volume of the
Southern Literary Messenger. She is said to have been a regular contribnt-
or to the Charlekaston News and Conriar, and to have published articles on
art and education as tales. essays, plays and letters.

From Fitzhneh Me Master's "Historv of Fairfield Conntvntha sgvsgiBhe was
a cultural element in the life of Fairfield Conntv for one third of a centurv
in the middle of the ninteenth centurv in the educational and dramatic enter-
tainment supervised bv her and the sphere of her influence extended stronelv
to the Feasterville Communitv, where she taught for some vears and near where
she had her last home and died. From Feasterville two hears of school ine. she
was living in Winnshoro before and after the Civil War taus teachine in
Feastarville I8AL-65. Whila in Feasterville she kived inbthe school. whbch
was called the "Feastarville Boardine house .She was in Winnsaboro when
Sharman came throush Winnshnro from Colnmbia."

From an article published in the Winnshorn press written bv Mrs.
D.V.Walkem. S». . nee Alice Bnchanan. a few years ago Mrs. Walker havine
been born in the house immediatelv next door to the dwelling Mrs. TLadd occu-
pied when her home and the school dininghall were burned on the corner of
Conoress -and Mrultrie Straet bv Y.ankee tropps of Sherman, is juoted the fol.
lowing exeerpt-" - Mra.Catharine Laddt's influence in the cultural and edu-
cational field iin Fairfield Countv and this section of the state cannot be
properlv estimated., Her theatrical trained sroup save light ipera in the
Thaspian Hall in Winnahoro on East Washington Street and the proerams were at.
tractively and firmallv vrinted and the ztase backdtops were splendidlv naint
ed bv Mrs. Ladd- this being the second oldest theatrical aroup orzanized in
the state- Doek Svreet Theatre in Charlaeston ‘beins the oldest theatre in S.C.
The versonel of the dramas included the students of the Ladd school and other
s of vocal talent among the towns-folk.

I have in mv possession the well-preserved printed programs of Bilbart
and Sullivan operettas dane bv this group., along with a ddaintv I00=-thread
crochet cap & babv egift made fbr me at mv birth."

" (Mr, Me Master 's"Historv of Fairfield Conntv" states Mrs, Ladd after
being in Feasterville in I86. and 1865 returned to Winnshorn. Pare 35)

»  Dr. Geaoreze Wiltdtamson Livermore Ladd. husband of Mrs. Batharine Ladd. 1ef
leftobehhfid him when hecpassed awav Julv IRAL fine oil portraits bv him

for Fairfield famhlies . It 18 said mt grand-fater, the Honorable 08-

mnnd Woodward of Winnahnro, who previously sent his four daushters and a
neice- Esther Wondward, to the Ladd sehool in York, Snuth Carnlina. said
school located there before the set up of the Ladd school in Winnshoro,

o n Mrs. Ladd's sincere wish to loecate in Winnsboro sent his mule-teams and
slaves to brineg her and her effeects to the new brich school in Winnahorn.Thisa
was Jannarv IR40. Mv daughter, Aliee America Beaufnrt Walier throueh her
grandmother. Mrs. Rohert Bnchanan (Rebacca Vinndward Buchanan ) nwns todav
the laree oil ;portraits of mv grand-fater Osmnnd Woodward and his wife,
Martha Alice Williamson Wnddward. Also the misses Jnlia and Marv Faucette
possess portrabts of ancestors vained by Dr. Ladd.”
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' ®ee the historv of the Ladd school buildihg on Main or Concress Straet

Winnsboro. S.C. This building is known bv its last owner's name as the
Ketehin building.Data from the Clerk nf Conrt hooks in Winnsboro.
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Deed.John Mc Master to Richard Catheart.Lot~ # 53. Sonth Cnngress St.
Cnnsideration $200.00

BE.II.P.IOI. IR52 . Richard Cathoart to Georse W.Ladd Lot #53 includ-
Lot 53-54 I9 20, ine house., Sounth Cnngress St.Cnnan .
Consideration$33500.00
B. WWP I8A2 Genroa W.Ladd to Philin E,Pomcher (trnstee of Mattie
Ecleston. wife of Genmea W,Ecleston, District of Charleston)
Cnrnsiderationn $A,000.

Bk. A.E.P.P.396 TIAR7/. Maria Porcher to Priscilla Ketohin, Lots above.
. 53=54 19-20. '

November 28. I93h Deed to John W, Cathcart bv receivers of Winnshoro
Bank, ,Winnaboro, S.C.



